
January 1, 2017 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

Solemnity 
The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mother of God 
 

This was the first feast dedicated 
to Mary to be inserted in the liturgical calendar 
of the Western Church.  The divine maternity of 
Mary was proclaimed church dogma at the 
Council of Ephesus (431); in more recent 
times, the Second Vatican Council (1962-
65) made the meaning explicit: ñthat 
Christ should be recognized, in the truest 
sense, as the Son of God and the Son of 
Man.ò  Before this feast was inserted in the 
revised Roman Catholic calendar, the first day 
of the year had been dedicated to remembrance 
of the Circumcision of the Lord, which took 
place eight days after his birth, as prescribed by 
Jewish law. 
 

** Taken from Saintsï A Year in Faith and Art  by 
Rosa Giorgi 

Please pray for the Church in our Diocese 
 

Heavenly Father, 
Bless your Church with an abundance of holy 
and zealous priests, deacons, brothers, and 
sisters. Give those you have called to the 
married state and those you have chosen to live 
as single persons in the world, the special graces 
that their lives require. Form us all in the 
likeness of your Son, so that in Him, with Him, 
and through Him, we may love you more deeply 
and serve you more faithfully, always and 
everywhere. 
 

With Mary we ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

This week we pray especially for: 
 Barry Saylor of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

Theology III 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary 

Prayer Intention of the Week: 
 

That in this new year and always, the 

Pope and bishops and all who 

collaborate with them in ministry, 

may experience the constant 

guidance of the Holy Spirit 
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